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£ NEWS 2 . 
At Trial, Krasner Says He Fired Ex-Prosecutor Carlos Vega 
ui Based on 'Shocking' Conduct, Not Age 
vy Krasner began his Thursday testimony saying he did not, as the plaintiff claimed, terminate Vega due to his age, but 
2 rather he did so based on Vega's conduct during a homicide trial in which the two were opposing counsel. 
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TRENDING STORIES 
« Philadelphia District Attorney Larry Krasner took to the witness stand. 


Law Fi Start Tying Offi 
* Krasner alleged that longtime homicide prosecutor Carlos Vega tampered with witnesses, lied to the Attendance to job Secarity and 
judge, and sexually harassed a paralegal during a case. Bonuses 
« At the time of his termination, Vega was 61 and intended to retire in 2021 after serving 35 years in the THE AMERICAN LAWYER 


office. More Cuts, Higher Billing Rates 


Could Be on the Horizon for Big 
Law 


THE AMERICAN LAWYER 
Philadelphia District Attorney Larry Krasner took to the witness stand Thursday in the age discrimination 


lawsuit over the firing of longtime homicide prosecutor Carlos Vega, who was one of 30 assistant 
district attorneys asked to resign shortly after Krasner took office. 
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Ki bi his Thursday testi ing he did not, as the plaintiff claimed, terminate Vega due t« 
rasner began his Thursday testimony saying he not, as the plaintiff claimed, terminate Vega due to Hhansliiat p Secures Dismissal 


his age, but rather he did so based on Vega’s conduct during a homicide trial in which the two were of Two Cases in New York Courts 

opposingigounsel: NEW YORK LAW JOURNAL 

“His conduct during the trial was shocking. It was jaw-dropping,” Krasner said. Ex-Brooklyn Supreme Court 
Justice Is Disbarred After 

Krasner had represented one of two defendants in a capital homicide case Vega prosecuted, which Conviction for Obstructing 

went to a three-week trial in 2016 after several years of ongoing litigation. The defendants were found Federal Probe 

guilty but were not sentenced to death. NEW YORK LAW JOURNAL 


During those proceedings, Krasner alleged, Vega tampered with witnesses, lied to the judge, and 
sexually harassed a paralegal. 


Several months after that trial ended, Krasner announced his candidacy for district attorney. According 
to Krasner, the purported win-at-all-costs strategy from the prosecution in that trial helped in part to 
crystalize the progressive platform on which he ran. 


“It was completely unacceptable to have a criminal justice system that 
was about winning more than it was about justice,” Krasner said. 
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Pennsylvania Vega, represented by Sidney Gold, of Sidney L. Gold and Associates 


' e cna and Robert Davitch of Sidkoff, Pincus & Green, denied that Vega 
Actic 


acted inappropriately during that trial. 


During cross-examination, Gold asked why Krasner had not 
mentioned the alleged misconduct when he responded in a verified 
statement to Vega’s age discrimination complaint to the Pennsylvania 
Human Relations Commission. 


firs 1 ac f In that statement, Krasner claimed he fired Vega after a “30-year job 
a pivamia Causes ot interview,” referring to Krasner’s observation of Philadelphia 


prosecutors in the time he worked as a defense attorney. 
Pennsylvania Causes of Action is a unique 


and indispensable working resource forany _ Krasner, responding to Gold’s questioning, said his verified statement 


‘aw office, It sets forth theories of recovery = was true but “more of a summary than ‘War and Peace.” 
under Pennsylvania law, provides defen... 


Gold and Krasner’s back-and-forth grew heated at times, with 
disputes throughout the day arising from the nature of the 
questioning and the scope of the answers. 
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U.S. District Judge Gene Pratter of the Eastern District of Pennsylvania appeared to grow frustrated at 
times. At one point, Pratter interjected, “Gentlemen, really, remember where you are.” 


‘The Coach Gets to Pick the Team’ 


At the time of his termination, Vega was 61 and had been set to retire in 2021 after 35 years in the 
office. He said he was never given a reason for why he was fired. Vega claimed Krasner terminated him 
as part of a move to push older lawyers out of the office. 


Krasner, however, said he came into the DA's Office with the intent to oust certain lawyers and staff—all 
at-will employees—who did not match his criteria for work ethic, talent and morality. According to 
Krasner, Vega did not meet those standards. 


Several times Krasner echoed a sentiment expressed by defense counsel David Smith of Schnader 
Harrison Segal & Lewis in opening statements that “the coach gets to pick the team.” 


Krasner highlighted older attorneys he retained or hired, saying his decisions had nothing to with age. 
“It has everything to do with philosophy and whether or not you're going to carry out the mission,” 
Krasner said. 


Thursday marked the third day of the trial, which opened Monday with Vega providing sometimes- 
emotional testimony about his removal from the District Attorney's Office. 


Though the case hinges on Krasner’s motivations for firing Vega, Krasner was dismissed as a defendant 
in the suit in October, leaving the city of Philadelphia as the sole defendant. 


Vega’s fellow ex-prosecutor Joseph Whitehead Jr. had also been a plaintiff in the age discrimination 
suit, but Whitehead ultimately settled. Several other assistant district attorneys who lost their jobs in the 
wave of firings had brought similar suits that also ended in settlements. 
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